Fly Day 1:  Introducing the Fruit Fly Drosophila melanogaster

Classifying Drosophila

	Taxonomic Level
	Group
	Characteristics

	Domain

	Eukaryota
	Cells have nuclei

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	Family

	
	“Drosopholidae” = “drosophila-like

	SCIENTIFIC NAME (genus, species)
	Drosophila melanogaster
	n/a



Life Cycle – similar to most insects

1. _____________	2.  ______________	3.  _______________	4.  _________________ (both terms)

Ecology:

Geographic distribution:  _____________________________________________________________________

Energy source / ecological role:  _______________________________________________________________

Model Organisms:

Some characteristics that make Drosophila good “model” organisms:

1. ______________________________	2.  _________________________________

3.  _____________________________	4.  _________________________________

5.  _____________________________

What does “prodigious” mean?  _______________________________________________________________

Drosophila genetics:

Chromosomes:  _________________________  Sex chromosomes:  pair # ____, versions:  ________



Basic breeding terminology:

Male:  _____ Female:  ______

Generations:  ______________________________________________________________________________

“wild type” traits:  __________________________________________________________________________

Mutant traits:  ______________________________________________________________________________






